
 

1 

January 8
th

, 2017 at 9:30 am    Baptism of Our Lord 
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 
Phone # (815)369-5552 

Pastor Miho: (815) 821-9570 

Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com 

Email: gslchurch@aeroinc.net Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL 

 
 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we are delighted to have you here 
 

We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along for 

all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.              

If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number. Thank you.   

Nursery: Our nursery is located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.   

Please feel free to use the nursery anytime during the service.   
 

 

mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
mailto:gslchurch@aeroinc.net
http://www.goodshepherdlena.org/
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–ORDER OF WORSHIP – 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

PRELUDE   (A time for prayer and reflection)    Karen Niemeier 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please stand as you are able) 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us and forms us, 

who redeems us and calls us, 

who unites us and sends us. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Mighty and loving God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We seek our own way. 

We divide the body of Christ. 

In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 

Let the words of our mouths, 

the thoughts of our hearts, 

and everything that we do 

be filled with faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 
 

P: Hear the voice of Jesus: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 

The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG     God, Whose Almighty Word            ELW#673 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray, C: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 

their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.   

Please be seated  



 

6 

 
L: The 1st READING is from Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon 

him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in 

the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 

faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the 

earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 

upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have 

taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,  
7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who 

sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.   
9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth,   

I tell you of them. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 29 (Please join the Assisting Minister in reading the psalm responsively) ELW#29 
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty 

waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.   
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the 

LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 
  
L: The 2nd READING is from Acts 10:34-43  

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 

good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all 

that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen 

by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us 

to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.” L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand as you are able) 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew 3:13-17 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice 

from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  

P: The gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated 
 
CHILDREN ‘S MESSAGE                    Pastor Miho Yasukawa  
 
SERMON               Pastor Miho Yasukawa  
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HYMN OF THE DAY     Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized         ELW#304 

 

 

 Affirmation of Baptism (Please stand as you are able) ELWp234 

PRESENTATION 

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 

affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in 

baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us 

in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 

unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C: Amen. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against 

God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 
AFFIRMATION 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made 

with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the 

Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 

following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 

from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

After each petition:  WA: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing. A brief silence 

WA: Pour out your Spirit of unity, triune God. Renew our lives in the promises of baptism. Hold us 

together in the oneness of the body of Christ. Empower us to be one as you are one. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Pour out your Spirit of life, eternal God. Move over polluted waters. Breathe on barren fields. 

Strengthen ancient cedars and oaks. Engage us in your care of sea, land, and sky. Hear us, O God.            

C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Pour out your Spirit of wisdom, holy God. Guide politicians and military officials as they wrestle 

with complex situations. Grant them courage and compassion to work for peace in every nation.             

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great 

WA: Pour out your Spirit of justice, gracious God. Heal the pain of all who are victims of crime. Be 

present with all who are imprisoned. Reconcile broken relationships within communities. Comfort the 

sick and their caregivers especially, Bob Lyvers, Dick Johnson, Verl Price, Lorene Solace Bruce, 

Beverly, Donna Euler, Katy Lartz, Kelli Huneke, Jane Parks, Dave Offermann, Scott Bonnet, Thomas 

Lance, Robin Cross, Michael, Leta Toekle, Connie, Carol Stubbs, Steve Kampmeier. Strengthen and 

encourage Laura Derr and Lois Paulsen. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great 

WA: Pour out your Spirit of love, glorious God. Sustain all who knit prayer shawls, sew quilts, and 

provide housing for our neighbors who are homeless. Surround those who seek warmth and shelter 

with grace-filled advocates. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Pour out your Spirit of peace, resurrecting God. Bring all who grieve into a community rooted in 

you. Uphold them with your grace and keep us all grounded in your promise of life eternal.             

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                                                                                              

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                               C: And also with you 
    

OFFERING                    Karen Niemeier 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in need.  

We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the Lord’s service 

and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.   
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OFFERING SONG      As the Grains of Wheat              ELW#465 

 
 
Offering Prayer (after acolyte presents offering at altar) 

A:  Let us pray, C: Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and 

mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  

P: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…..we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

We practice open Communion —Christ invites us to the table. All baptized Christians 

are welcome to partake the body and blood of Jesus Christ. If you wish to receive a 

blessing, you may come forward. Holy Communion will be celebrated by intinction you 

will dip the bread into the chalice. The gold chalices have wine; the chrome chalices have grape juice. 

You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to your pew by way of the side aisles. If you need 

assistance, please let an usher know.  
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COMMUNION SONG (sung by all) Lamb of God   

COMMUNION SONG                Spirit of Gentleness                   ELW#396 
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TABLE BLESSING:  

P: The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.            

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION A: O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again 

with heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now— today, tomorrow, every day— 

that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING P: The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your 

path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. C: Amen. 
  
SENDING HYMN             Songs of Thankfulness and Praise         ELW#310 

DISMISSAL (from the back) 

A: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.      C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Karen Niemeier 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23771.  
Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.                
Used by permission 
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THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD       January 8
th

 thru January 15
th

 2017  

Today  Worship Service – Baptism of Our Lord -Holy Communion  9:30 am 

  Fellowship         10:30 am 

  Sunday School        10:45 am  

  Choir Practice         11:00 am  

  Chime Practice        5:00 pm 

Monday   Annual Reports Due 

    Safe Child Training        6:00 pm-7:00pm 

    Learning Committee Meeting       7:00 pm  

Tuesday   Hymn Sing at Lena Living Center      9:45 am 

    Council Meeting        6:00 pm 

Wednesday “Piece Corps" Quilting Group                                8:00 am-11:30 am 

  Pastor Miho at NW Conference at Chadwick     9:30 am-12:00 pm  

  Confirmation          6:30pm-8:00pm 

Thursday  Friendship Club Potluck/Bingo        12:00 pm 

Next Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion      9:30 am 

  Fellowship         10:30 am 

    Sunday School        10:45 am  

    Choir Practice         11:00 am  

    Chime Practice        5:00 pm 

Attendance January 1, 2017 was 32 

Total Offering January 1, 2017 $3,848.00 – Amount needed to meet budget: $2,555.52 
       

      WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Pastor:   Pastor Miho Yasukawa  Missionaries to Tanzania: Randy & Carol Stubbs Family              

Pianists:  Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker  Organist:  Karen Niemeier  

Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr Secretary:  Darlene Barr  

Lector   Marybeth Brinker  Acolyte:  Hanna Brinker 

Assisting Minister Austin Andrews  Worship Assistant: Marybeth Brinker   

Communion Usher Troy Keene, Krista Keene Communion Set-up Sheridan and Marybeth Brinker 

Communion Asst:   Taylor Bastian, Colton Brinker 

Elevator Operator Taylor Bastian 

Sound System: Troy Doubler, Ashtyn Brinker  

Greeters:  Darlene Aurand, Chris and Angie Brinker 

Ushers:  Jerry and Beth Martin, Troy Keene, Krista Keene 
  

Safe Child  

A mandatory SAFE CHILD refresher course and training for youth and adults who work with children at Good 

Shepherd will be held on Monday, January 9, 2017 from 6 PM to 7PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone who 

was trained last year must attend. Please call Marybeth Brinker (815-369-2501) with any questions. The Learning 

Committee will meet immediately after the refresher/training course. 
 

Offering Envelopes 

If you have not yet picked up your 2017 offering envelopes and/or 2016 statement-of-giving, please do so at your 

earliest convenience.  You may contact the church office to have them mailed to you.  Call Sheila Keene at 

(815)369-5101, if you did not receive envelopes and would like a box.  Also contact her if you would prefer to not 

receive envelopes next year or if you have any other questions or concern  
  

mailto:msyasukaw@hotmail.com
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LOMC Ski Trip 

For Jr. High & High School January 16, 2017 Chestnut Mountain Resort Galena, Il, 9am-9pm 

Cost: $47.00 Lift, Lesson, Rental Ski or Snowboard, $27.00 Lift Ticket Only, $8.00 Meal Deal-                  

Voucher worth $10.00- Register Online at www.ChestnutMtn.com, Questions Call Audrey 818-732-2220 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting - January 29
th

, 2017 at 10:45 

annual report will be available to pick up at the church January 22
nd

 to the 29
th 

if not able to pick up call the church 

office at (815-369-5552) and one can be mailed to you                                                       

Annual Reports Are Due - January 9, 2017 

Annual reports are required for each committee and organization of the congregation. These reports are 

assembled and made available to the congregation members prior to the meeting. The reports are the 

responsibility of the chairperson or offices.  We will be sending out the reports from last year for you to update 

your reports and turn them into the office by Monday, January 9, 2017.  If possible, please type up the report 

and email it to gslchurch@aeroinc.net or GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com in Word format. 
 

 Winter Time Pastoral Visits 

The winter season makes it difficult for some of us to come to Sunday worship service If you or someone you know 

would like Pr. Miho to visit and to share communion, please contact the church office (815-369-5552)                  

and/or Pr. Miho at (815-821-9570) or email her at gslpastor@aeroinc.net to arrange a time for a visit.  

Pastor Kay from Pine Ridge 

is talking at the North Conference meeting on Thursday, January 26, at 10am at United Lutheran Church in 

Rockford.  If you are interested in going, please let the church office know. 
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