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July 16th,  2023 9: 30am 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
To listen to the service, please turn your radio to 

FM 88.9  
Thank you for joining our service today.  

Matthew 13: 23 

   23But as for what was sown on good soil,  this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it,  who indeed bears fruit and yields,  in one case a 
hundredfold,  in another sixty,  and in another thirty. ”  
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http://www.GoodShepherdLena.org


 
Please leave your offering in the plate at the door as you enter or leave the service.    

This worship we will be using ELW Setting 10.  
You may stand during worship with asterisk (*) in this bulletin. 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.   
 

Prelude        Tena Rackow 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness      ELW page 94  

 P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
  C:  Amen. 
 P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
 whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
 of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 
 your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  C.  Amen. 
 
 P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
 

 Silence is kept for reflection.  

 P: Gracious God,    
  C: have mercy on us. 
  In your compassion forgive us our sins,  
  known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
  Uphold us by your Spirit 
  so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
  to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

 Lord ☩ Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

 Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   

  C: Amen 
 
* Gathering Hymn       “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”    ELW #533 
 
 

 
 

 



 
* Greeting           ELW page 203 

      P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
  C:  And also with you. 
 
* Kyrie        ELW page 203 

 C: Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
 We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
 Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 
      Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!     

 
* Prayer of the Day      ELW page 205
 P:  Let us pray.   
 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

 your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow 

 in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C: Amen. 

 

* Canticle of Praise      ELW page 204 

 C: Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.  

       For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13  
 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 

there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,  
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall             
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.   
12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the 
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.    

 L:  The Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 65:1-13  
 
   1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
   2To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions. 
   4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to  
  dwell there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by 
  the holiness of your temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our 
 salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
   6You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded  
  about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of 
 the peoples. 
   8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your  
  marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.                           
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the 
 river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the 
 earth.  
 
  

 



  10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy  

  rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with 
 plenty. 
   12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills 
  be clothed with joy. 

 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  
 themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law 
of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but ac-
cording to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it can-
not, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation      ELW page 205 

 Alleluia!  Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
 Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
 Alleluia!  Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

 



* Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
  

 P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. C:  Glory to you, O Lord 
  

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such 

great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while 

the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in para-

bles, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 

seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell 

on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 

scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 

good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thir-

ty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what 

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immedi-

ately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 

that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 

this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 

wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in an-

other thirty.” 

 P: The gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon       Vicar Thomas Mosbo 

Hymn of the Day     “As Rain From The Clouds”  ELW #508  



 

* Apostles’ Creed       ELW page 206 

 P:  Let us confess together the faith into which we have been baptized, 

  C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,   
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
              the communion of saints, 
              the forgiveness of sins, 
              the resurrection of the body, 
         and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 



 
Prayers of Intercession           
 Congregation responds to each petition with the following:  

   L:  Hear us, O God.     C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

 
    Meal 

     God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
   

Peace         ELW page 206 
     P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
  C:  And also with you.   
  The people share a sign of peace with one another. 
 
Chime Anthem  “In The Garden”    
          Favorite Hymn of Sue Rush and Kristy Patterson 
 
Great Thanksgiving         ELW page 206 
 P:  The Lord be with you. 
  C:  And also with you. 
 P:  Lift up your hearts. 
  C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 

We lift our prayers for 
  

      Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Sheridan Brinker, Fern Harnish, Taylor B., Denny   
    Bergmann, Willie Kayser, Rene’, Sue Kraft, Paul Fahr, Gary Hudik, Sue Rush, 

Coral Mosbo, Connor Stadermann, Brooke, Jon Forsythe, Diane, Randy, Brian, 
Paul Heller, Janet, Ryse Stone, Nicole, Meghan and her baby, John, Chuck, 
Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby, Karla, 
Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kay, Shanna, Kathy, Charlie, Brad, Jack, 
Gretchen, Tina, Joe, Dan Kempel, Ron Heckman, Justin Yeager, Sue, Emma, 
Cindy, Lamar Hail, Connie, Rachel Collins, Jim Clay, Sharon Janicke, and 
Ethan.   



Preface        ELW page 207 
 P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
 grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
 life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
 hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy       ELW page 207 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  
Thanksgiving At The Table     ELW page 207 
 
 Lord’s Prayer       ELW page 208 
 P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray, 
  C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  And forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil, 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen 
  
 



    
Lamb of God       ELW page 208 
       C: O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
  you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
  O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
  you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
  O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
  eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 
Communion Hymn  “Eat This Bread”   ELW  #472 
 
Communion        ELW page 208 
 P:  The body of Christ given for you. (eat the body of Christ) 

      The blood of Christ shed for you. (drink the blood of Christ)  
  
 P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

       and keep you in his grace. 

 C:  Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you, 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, 

In the name of the Father, ☩and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:  Amen. 
  

* Sending Hymn     “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”    ELW #547 
  
* Dismissal  
 P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  C:  Thanks be to God. 
  

Postlude         Tena Rackow  

   

 

Attendance July 2nd  
In-person-31 On-line attendance not available, technical issues.  


