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Luke 2:22 
22 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 

 

To listen to the service, please turn your radio to 

FM 88.9  
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship - Setting 3, page 138 
Please leave your offering in the plate at the door 

You may stand at times marked with an asterisk (*) 

GATHERING 

Prelude  Tena Rackow 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will for-
give our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection 

P:  Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone.   
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord ☩ Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C:  Amen. 

 



*  Hymn In the Bleak Midwinter ELW # 294 

*  Greeting  ELW page 138 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

*  Kyrie  ELW page 138 

L:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

L:  For the peace from above… let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

L:  For the peace of the whole world… let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

L:  For this holy house… let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

L:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

*  Canticle Glory to God ELW page 139 

L:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
C:  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks,  
  we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
  Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
  you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 



*  Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 

yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine 

life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever . 

C:  Amen. 

WORD 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
 
L:  A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
10 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
    my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
    to sprout up before all the nations. 
62 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
    and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
    and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2 
The nations shall see your righteousness, 

    and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
    that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 



L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 148 
1
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

 praise God in the heights. 

  
2
Praise the Lord, all you angels;  

   sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

3
Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 

  
4
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

   and you waters above the heavens. 
5
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

 who commanded, and they were created, 

  
6
who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

   giving them a law that shall not pass away. 

7
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

  
8
fire and hail, snow and fog,  

   tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

9
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

  
10

wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 

11
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

 princes and all rulers of the world; 

  
12

young men and maidens, old and young together. 
13

Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted,  
 whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

  
14

The Lord has raised up strength for the people  
   and praise for all faithful servants, 



Second Reading:  Galatians 4:4-7 

L:  A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. 

4 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
5 
to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6 
And be-

cause you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 

7 
So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if 

a son, then an heir through God.  

L:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

*  Gospel Acclamation  ELW page 142 

C:  Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

*  Gospel:  Luke 2:22-40 

P:  The holy Gospel according to Luke. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
22 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 

23 
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first 

opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
24 

and to offer a sac-
rifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtle-
doves, or two young pigeons.” 

25 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. 

26 
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
27 

And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 

28 
he took 

him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

 



29 
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 

    that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. 
34 

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is opposed 

35 
(and a sword will pierce through your 

own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her hus-
band seven years from when she was a virgin, 

37 
and then as a widow 

until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the tem-
ple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 

38 
And coming up 

at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him 
to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 

40 
And 

the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  Vicar Thomas Mosbo 

*  Hymn What Child Is This? ELW # 296 

 



*  Nicene Creed  ELW page 104 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:  We believe in one Gpd, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father,  
  through whom all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father, 
  who with the Father and Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 



Prayers of Intercession  ELW page 143 

Please respond to each petition with the following: 

L:  … Hear us, O God, 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according 
to your abundant grace . 

C:  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer  ELW page 145 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven…  Amen. 

 

 

We lift our prayers for 
 Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Sheridan Brinker, Fern Harnish, Taylor B., 
Denny Bergmann, Willie Kayser, Rene’, Paul Fahr, Gary Hudik, 
Brady Meier, Leona Block, Connor Stadermann, Brooke, Jon For-
sythe, Diane, Randy, Brian, Paul Heller, Janet, Ryse Stone, Nicole, 
Meghan and her baby, John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, 
Crystal, Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby, Karla, Jacob and his family, 
Richard Gordon, Kay, Shanna, Kathy, Charlie, Brad, Jack, Gretchen, 
Tina, Joe, Dan Kempel, Justin Yeager, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar 
Hail, Connie, Rachel Collins, Jim Clay, Sharon Janicke, Ethan, Han-
na, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Heckman, Jeri, Allie, Al Glen Hagemann, Bruce 
Stewart, Pam, Caroline, Betty Tina D., Howard D., Christine, and 
Michelle .  



SENDING 

Blessing  ELW page 146 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, 
In the name of the Father, ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.. 

C:  Amen. 

*  Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW # 288 

*  Dismissal  ELW page 146 

P:  Go in peace.  Christ the Savior is born! 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  Tena Rackow 

 

Attendance December 17
th  

 

In-person 46. Online 54
 

All are cordially invited to the  
Ordination Service for 
Thomas Mosbo 

Saturday, January 6th, 2024 at 2:00p.m. at 
St. Marks Lutheran Church  

675 N. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL. 

If anyone is interested in carpooling to St. Mark’s for Vicar 
Thomas’s Ordination, contact Sue Diddens, 815-821-3524 


