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April 24
th

 2016 at 9:30 am                       Fifth Sunday of Easter 

  Youth Sunday  

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
118 E. Mason, Lena, Il 61048 

Phone # (815) 369-5552 

Email: GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com 

Email: gslchurch@aeroinc.net Website: www.GoodShepherdLena.org 

Facebook: “GSLCLenaIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

If you are visiting with us today, we want you to feel welcome 

and to know that we are delighted to have you here 
 

 

 

Art by                                                                    

Anna Patterson 
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We would like everyone to fill out the Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass it along 

for all to fill out. Please also mark the names of all in the family who are receiving Communion.                           

If you are visiting, please include your address and phone number. 

Nursery Children are always welcome at our worship services; however, if you desire, please feel 

free to use the nursery located out the north entrance of the sanctuary.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Interim Pastor:  Pastor Art Stees  Custodian:   Taylor Bastian                                

Secretary:  Darlene Barr        Pianists:   Tena Rackow, Sarah Baker                 

Organist:  Karen Niemeier                  Missionaries to Tanzania: Randy&Carol Stubbs Family             

Choir Dir. /accomp: Janis Kurth / Marion Fahr Welcome Visitor: Sue Diddens              

Communion Set-up  Troy and Cindy Doubler                     

– ORDER OF WORSHIP – 

 WOV SETTING 5- BREAD OF LIFE 
 

 
PRELUDE  (A time for prayer and reflection)    Krista Keene 
   

 ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live 

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess 

our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Kneel/Stand                                                                                                                                                    

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done 

and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 

YOUTH PARTICIPANTS 

Lector   Hanna Brinker                  Acolyte:  Braden Diddens                 

Assisting Minister Colton Brinker                Worship Assistant: Sondra Winters/Austin Andrews  

Communion Usher Jared Runkle,  Nakoah Cornwell, Ian Geiseman                                                                          

Communion Asst:   Ashtyn Brinker, Kayla Runkle                                                                                                           

Elevator Operator Tyler Schriner                         Sound System:  Taylor Bastian                                                                                                                               

Greeters:  Jared Runkle, Sarah Geiseman, Khayne Albright                                                                                          

Ushers:  Jacob Runkle, Ian Geiseman, Shayleigh Albright, Madi Diddens, Lucas Price                                
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 GATHERING SONG                            Earth and All Stars!                         ELW#731 

                                                                                                      

 

GREETING                                                                                                                                             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   C: And also with you.   
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KYRIE   Stand 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 A:  Let us pray, C: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us 

love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, 

our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen                                                                                                      

Please be seated   

L: The 1st READING is from Acts 11:1-18 
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the 

word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, 

“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, 

step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 

something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it 

came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 

birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no 

means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the 

voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This 

happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three 

men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with 

them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 

and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and 

saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which 

you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 

them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 

said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave  
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them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God 

as given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” L: The word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 148  (Please join the Assisting Minister in reading the psalm responsively)  ELW#148                        
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,  
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.   
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.   
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth 

and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the 

children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 
L: The 2nd READING is from Revelation 21:1-6 
1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 

sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 

himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning 

and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  5And the one who was 

seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 

words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL according to John 13:31-35 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as 

I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 
35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”                

P: The gospel of the Lord!  C: Praise to you, O Christ!                                                                                 

Please be seated  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE!         Taylor Patterson 
  
SERMON                                                                             Pastor Art Stees 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           This Little Light of Mine                    ELW#677 
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APOSTLES CREED Please Stand 
A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, 

we confess our faith. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

After each petition:  WA: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA ; Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the 

lives of people in need, and the life of all creation. A brief silence 

WA: Holy God, by your Holy Spirit reveal to us the saving work of Christ. Strengthen your church 

with the good news that leads to limitless life for all. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.                                                                                                                     

WA: Send us to places far and near, and join our voices in chorus with all creation. Use us to show 

others your abundant goodness in the created world. Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: End war and the human desire to hold on to power. Free all people to love both neighbor and 

enemy, and make your church an example of such love. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.                                                                                                                                                                        

WA: Surround people who are hurting with agents of your healing and messengers of your peace. 

Provide safe communities for all who are in any need especially Bob Lyvers, Dick Johnson, 

Sheridan Brinker, Donna Euler, Katy Lartz, Kelli Huneke, Jane Parks, Curtis and Mike. 

Strengthen and encourage Laura Derr and Lois Paulsen. Embrace them with your compassion. 

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

WA: Strengthen the bonds of shared service between congregations and social ministry 

organizations. Guide us in doing your work together.  Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.                                                                                                                                                               

WA: In Christ’s death and resurrection you have fulfilled your work for the sake of your saints. 

Come swiftly to dwell among us and to make all things new. Hear us, O God.                                       

C: Your mercy is great.                                                                                                                        
Pastor:  We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring 

all things into the risen life of Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

PEACE                                                                                                                                                                              

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.                                 C: And also with you.   

Congregation may greet one another using these or similar words: Peace be with you.                                    

Please be seated. 

 OFFERING   “There is a Name I Love to Hear “       Choir Anthem        
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church locally and throughout the world, including those in 

need.   We also offer up prayers to God as we offer ourselves (time, talents, gifts, and interests) to the 

Lord’s service and dedicate our lives to God’s work in the world.  During this time, the table is set. After 

the table is set, the offering is gathered & the anthem concludes, the acolyte walks out to the edge of the 

chancel steps to receive the offering from the ushers. 
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PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Please stand 

 
 
Offering Prayer     (after acolyte presents offering at altar)    

A:  Let us pray, Blessed are you, C: O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

DIALOGUE  
P: The Lord be with you.    C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

We practice open Communion here — you don’t have to be a member to participate. 

All who share our belief that Jesus is present in his holy meal are welcome to receive 

the bread and cup. Children and adults who do not commune are invited to come 

forward to receive a special blessing. Holy Communion will be celebrated today using 

intinction (you will dip the wafer into the chalice of wine). The gold chalices have 

wine; the chrome chalices have grape juice.  You will be ushered down the center aisle and return to 

your pew by way of the side aisles.  If you wish to commune and are unable to come forward or need 

other assistance, please let an usher know so that we can serve you.   
          

COMMUNION SONG (sung by all) Lamb of God 

TABLE BLESSING:  

P: The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.                          

C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION A: Let us pray, We give you thanks, O God, that you make 

your home with us, bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from 

here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the 

nations, and bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C: Amen 

BLESSING P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit...bless you now and forever.                         

C: Amen.  
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 SENDING HYMN                    This Is My Father’s World                          ELW#824 

  
DIMISSAL (from the back) 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.               C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                  Krista Keene 

 
 

 
 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23771.  

Hymns used by permission of One License #A-710151 or CCLI Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. Lic. Number 1563478 New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 
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THIS WEEK AT GOOD SHEPHERD                                                 April 24
th

 thru May 1
st
 2016      

Today   Worship Service with Holy Communion/Youth Sunday    9:30 am 

   Fellowship         10:30 am 

  Sunday School        10:45 am 

Choir Practice         11:00 am 

  Chime Choir Practice        5:00 pm 

Wednesday “Piece Corps" Quilting Group                                 8:00 am-11:30 am 

    After School Program at The Hangout     3:30-5:00 pm 

    Confirmation         6:30-8:00pm 

Next Sunday   Worship Service with Holy Communion     9:30 am 

   Fellowship         10:30 am 

  Sunday School        10:45 am 

  Choir Practice         11:00 am 

  Chime Choir Practice        5:00 pm 

Attendance April 17
h
 was 61 

Total Offering April 17 2016: $2,245.19 - Amount needed to meet budget: $2,874.96 

Prayer Requests                                                                                                                                                                      

We pray for all of those who are lonely, injured, sick, needing healing, or in need in any way. This week we 

especially pray for, especially Bob Lyvers, Dick Johnson, Sheridan Brinker, Donna Euler,  Katy Lartz, Kelli 

Huneke, Jane Parks, Curtis, Mike and homebound members Laura Derr and Lois Paulsen  
 
 

LENA LIVING CENTER invites all to join them for the following activities: 

April 28th, complimentary Lunch at 12:30 and Bingo begins at 1:00 

May 4th, Coffee Hour at The Mercantile at 2:00 pm 
 

MOTHER/DAUGHTER SISTER/FRIEND POTLUCK SUPPER                                                                                         

Tuesday, May 3, 2016 starting at 6:00 pm                                                                                                                                    

we will play Bingo, and there will be prizes. 

 


