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March 19, 2023 9:30am
Fourth Sunday in Lent

John 9:1-2
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”3Jesus an-
swered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him.

To listen to the service, please turn your radio to
FM 88.9
Thank you for joining our service today.



mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
http://www.GoodShepherdLena.org

Please leave your offering in the plate at the door as you enter or leave the service.

This worship we will be using ELW Setting 3.
You may stand during worship with asterisk (*) in this bulletin.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude Karen Niemeier
Welcome and Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness ELW page 94

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ® Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have made ourselves captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our

Lord # Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C:Amen
* Gathering Hymn  “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” ELW#722

* Greeting ELW page 138
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



* Kyrie ELW page 138
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

* Canticle of Praise ELW page 139

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth
C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

* Prayer of the Day ELW page 142
P: Let us pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and
anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

'The Lorp said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king
among his sons.” “Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the LorD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the LorRD.” *Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” *Sam-
uel did what the LorRD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” *He
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify your-
selves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LOrRD’s anoint-
ed is now before the Lorp.” "But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for
the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward  appearance,
but the LOrRD looks on the heart.” *Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LoRD chosen this one.” *Then
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this
one.” "’Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The LoRD has not chosen any of these.” ''Samuel said to Jesse, “Are
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” *He sent and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LoRrbD said,
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” *Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LOrRD
came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 23

'The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
*The LorDp makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
Y ou restore my soul, O LorD, and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

%Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children
of light—"for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and
true. '*Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. ''Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '*For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly; *but everything exposed by
the light becomes visible, '*for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Acclamation ELW page 142
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love



Gospel: John 9:1-41
P: The Holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. *“We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. *As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” *When he had said
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud
on the man’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. *The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is
this not the man who used to sit and beg?”” *Some were saying, “It is he.”
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am
the man.” 'But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
"He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received
my sight.” '*They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
PThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '"Now
it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. *Then
the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '®Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a proph-
et.” '*The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '*and
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?” *°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; *'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for him-
self.”



**His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. **Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

S0 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” °They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” **Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2’We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *' We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
**Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes
of a person born blind. *’If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” *He answered, “And who is he, sir?
Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” *"Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord, I believe.” And
he worshiped him. *’Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”
*Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are
not blind, are we?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Vicar Thomas Mosbo



* Hymn of the Day “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793

* Nicene Creed
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith,

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

u‘ﬁ‘w



Chimes Anthem “Shadows of Gethsemane”

Prayers of Intercession

Congregation responds to each petition with the following:
L:Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
g We lift our prayers for %)
Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Sheridan Brinker, Fern Harnish, Lois Paulsen,
Taylor B., Denny Bergmann, Willie Kayser, Rene’, Sue Kraft, Paul Fox,
Paul Fahr, Connor Stadermann, Brooke, Jon Forsythe, Diane, Randy,
Brian, Paul Heller, Janet, Ryse Stone, Nicole, Meghan, John, Chuck,
Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby,
Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kay, Shanna, Kathy,

Charlie, Brad, Jack, Gretchen, Tina, Joe, Dan Kempel, Ron Heckman,
Justin Yeager, Phil, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar Hail, Connie, Rachel Col-

lins, Logan, Betty Mennega and Jim Clay. / é

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Peace ELW page 143
P: The peace of the Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

u‘ﬁ‘w



Preface ELW page 144

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW page 144

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer
P. Holy, mighty and merciful Lord...All glory and honor is yours, almighty
Father, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ELW page 145
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen



Lamb of God ELW page 146

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace, grant us peace.

Communion

P: The body of Christ given for you. (eat the boay of Christ)
The blood of Christ shed for you. (arink the blood of Christ)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
Prayer
P: Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace,
In the name of the Father, * and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

* Sending Hymn “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW#815

* Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Karen Niemeier

Attendance March 5th
In-person-27 Online -24



W I It is time to order Easter Lilies

. o :
\-:/. Lilies will be $76.00 per plant and can be ordered by using the flower en-
velopes provided in the magazine rack by the entrance. Please place them in
o the offering plate or you can drop them off at the church office.

Orders must be in by March 26t
Lilies may be picked up after the Easter Sunday Service.

Northwest Conference
2023 Spring Gathering

Women of the ELCA

Deer Ridge Retreat Center
3085 Forest Road
Freeport, IL 61032

Thursday, April 13, 2023
Time: 9:30am registration
Brunch served at 10:00am
Cost $20.00
Program Deer Ridge Ministries, 11:00am-12:00pm

Presenter: Pastor David Decker
A freewill offering will be taken
Return lower portion of flier to registrar by April 3, 2023
Open to all women of the ELCA & guest, retreat center is handicapped accessible.

Checks payable to: NW Conference WELCA ($20.00)

Returnto:  Nancy Rice 815-275-0303
11751 E. Greenvale Road
Stockton, IL 61085

Name: Phone:

Address: City & Zip

Congregation Unit:




