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July 23, 2023 9:30am
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 13:25-26
2Shut while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
as well.

To listen to the service, please turn your radio to
FM 88.9
Thank you for joining our service today.



mailto:GoodShepherdLena@outlook.com
http://www.GoodShepherdLena.org

Please leave your offering in the plate at the door as you enter or leave the service.
This worship we will be using ELW Setting 10.
You may stand during worship with asterisk (*) in this bulletin.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude Karen Niemeier
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness ELW page 94
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ® Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us.
In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone.
Uphold us by your Spirit
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord # Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
C: Amen.
* Gathering Hymn “Oh, Worship the King” ELW#842



* Greeting ELW page 203
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

* Kyrie ELW page 203
C: Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

*Canticle of Praise ELW page 204

C: Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

* Prayer of the Day ELW page 205
P: Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we
may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

*Thus says the LORrD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of
hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like
me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who
has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to
be. Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I
know not one.

L: The Word of the Lord.  C:Thanks be to God.

Psalm 86:11-17

"'"Teach me your way, O Lorp, and I will walk in your truth; give me an
undivided heart to revere your name.
"I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify
your name forevermore.
PFor great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of
death.
"“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes.
PBut you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and
full of kindness and truth.
"Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your
servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
"Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see
it and be put to shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and
comforted me.



Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25

1280 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—"*for if you live according to the flesh, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. '*For
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. "°For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit
of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” “it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him
so that we may also be glorified with him.

'] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. ’For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; **for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope *'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
*We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until
now; “and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of
our bodies. **For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

L: The Word of the Lord. C:Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation ELW page 205

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



*Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30,36-43
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;*’but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and then went away. °So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared as well. ’ And the slaves of the householder came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?” **He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ *’But he
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along
with them. *°Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to
be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””
3Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples ap-

?roached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”

"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; **the
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one, *’and the enemy who sowed them is
the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. **Just
as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. *' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of
his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, **and they will throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Vicar Thomas Mosbo

Hymn of the Day “On What Has Now Been Sown”
ELW#550



* Apostles’ Creed ELW page 206

P: Let us confess together the faith into which we have been baptized,
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Men’s Group “I Saw the Light” By Hank Williams

Prayers of Intercession
Congregation responds to each petition with the following:
L: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

We lift our prayers for

Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Sheridan Brinker, Fern Harnish, Taylor B., Denny
Bergmann, Willie Kayser, Rene’, Sue Kraft, Paul Fahr, Gary Hudik, Sue Rush, Coral
Mosbo, Connor Stadermann, Brooke, Jon Forsythe, Diane, Randy, Brian, Paul Heller, Janet,
Ryse Stone, Nicole, Meghan and her baby, John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie,

Crystal, Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby, Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kay, 2
Shanna, Kathy, Charlie, Brad, Jack, Gretchen, Tina, Joe, Dan Kempel, Ron Heckman, Justin <
Yeager, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar Hail, Connie, Rachel Collins, Jim Clay, Sharon Janicke, +
and Ethan.




Lord’s Prayer ELW page 208
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing ELW page 209

P: T he Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace,

in the name of the Father, # and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
*Sending Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
ELW #631
* Dismissal ELW page 209
P. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
Postlude Karen Niemeier

Attendance July 9"
In-person 27. Online-not available, technical issues.




