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Please leave your offering in the plate at the door as you enter or leave the service.    

This worship we will be using ELW Setting 3. 
You may stand during worship with asterisk (*) in this bulletin. 

 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.   

  
 
Prelude     Karen Niemeier and Tena Rackow  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
* Greeting        ELW page 138 

      P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  C: And also with you. 
 
* Christmas Gospel: John 1:1-14 

 P:  The Holy Gospel according to John.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord 
 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
 was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 
 him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was 
 life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
 the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as 
 a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
 him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
 world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
 world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not 
 receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
 gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor 
 of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
 glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
  P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 



 
* Prayer of the Day        

  P:  Let us pray.           

 Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
 Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
 and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 
* Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 
* Hymn   “Joy to the World”    ELW #267 

 
  

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7  

  2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 
 in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied 
 the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 
 the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their 
 burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,   
 you have broken as on the day of Midian.5For all the boots of the tramping 
 warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 
 fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a  son given to us; authority rests upon 
 his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
 this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
 this. 

 
  L: The Word of the Lord.   C:Thanks be to God. 
 
 



   
Psalm 96 
 1Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
   2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
    proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations  
 and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
   4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,  
  more to be feared than all gods. 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  
 but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 
   6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
    power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,  
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
   8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
    bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 
 9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
 tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
   10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 
    The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved  
    will judge the peoples with equity.”  
  11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it;   
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
   12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, 
  O Lord, for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness  and the peoples with your 
 truth. 

Second Reading Titus 2:11-14  

 11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to re-
nounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that 
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope 
and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 
 L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  

    



  
* Hymn   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” e:w #272 

* Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 

 P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  C:  Glory to you, O Lord 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while  
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be            
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And sudden-
ly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treas-
ured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.   

  P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 



Choir  Anthem   “Sussex Carol”    

Sermon          Vicar Thomas Mosbo 

* Hymn   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  ELW #279 

Prayers of Intercession 

Congregation responds to each petition with the following: 

L:  Hear us, O God.  C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
Peace         ELW page 143 

 P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.      
  C: And also with you. 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Offering / Hymn “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”  ELW #282 

Offering Prayer       ELW page 144 

 P:  God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our 
 hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration.  
 Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon 
 grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  C: Amen. 
 

 
 

We lift our prayers for 

  Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Sheridan Brinker, Fern Harnish, Taylor B., Denny Bergmann,          
Willie Kayser, Rene’, Paul Fahr, Gary Hudik, Brady Meier, Leona Block, Connor                  
Stadermann, Brooke, Jon Forsythe, Diane, Randy, Brian, Paul Heller, Janet, Ryse Stone, Ni-
cole, Meghan and her baby, John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, Katie, Chris-
tian, Anna, Abby, Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kay, Shanna, Kathy, Charlie, 
Brad, Jack, Gretchen, Tina, Joe, Dan Kempel, Justin Yeager, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar Hail, 
Connie, Rachel Collins, Jim Clay, Sharon Janicke, Ethan, Hanna, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Heckman, 
Vera Kempel, Jeri, Allie, Al Glen Hagemann, Bruce Stewart, Pam, Caroline, Betty Tina D., 
Howard D., Christine, and Michelle . 



 
Chime Anthem   “A Child is Born, Hallelujah”   
 
Great Thanksgiving         ELW page 144 

 P:  The Lord be with you. 
  C:  And also with you. 
 P:  Lift up your hearts. 
  C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface        ELW page 144 

 P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
 all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God…
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy       ELW page 144 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord,                                                                                                                             
 God of pow’r and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer       ELW page 145 
 
Lord’s Prayer       ELW page 145  
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  And forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil, 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen 



 
Lamb of God       ELW page 146 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
  

Communion 

 P: The body of Christ given for you. (eat the body of Christ) 

      The blood of Christ shed for you. (drink the blood of Christ)  
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you                  
      and keep you in his grace.  Amen.   
 

 
Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Candles are distributed to the people and lit. 
 
* Hymn         “Silent Night, Holy Night”  ELW #281  
 
* Blessing 

P:  God, the Father of hope, fill us with all joy and peace in believing 

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 C:  Amen. 
 
* Dismissal  

L:  Go in peace. Christ the Savior is born.  C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

The candles are extinguished. 
 
Postlude      Tena Rackow and Karen Niemeier 
 
 


