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March 10, 2024 9:30am
Fourth Sunday in Lent

4«45 Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, ° that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

To listen to the service, please turn your radio to
FM 88.9
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship - Setting 3, page 138
Please leave your offering in the plate at the door
You may stand at times marked with an asterisk (*)

GATHERING

Prelude Tena Rackow

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness ELW page 94
P: In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we have made ourselves captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.



P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord *# Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen.
* Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This ELW # 666
* Greeting ELW page 138

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

* Kyrie ELW page 138
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
L: For the peace from above... let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
L: For the peace of the whole world... let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
L: For this holy house... let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

* Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us
into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



WORD

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9

L: Areading from Numbers.

* From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to
go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the
way. >And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there
is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” ® Then
the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the peo-
ple, so that many people of Israel died. " And the people came to Mo-
ses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the ser-
pents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. ® And the LoRD said to
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is
bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent
and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the
bronze serpent and live. [ESV]

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

'Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
?L et the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
*gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
'""Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.



'"®They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.
"“Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD
and you delivered them from their distress.
2OYou sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
?ILet them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
?2| et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

L: Areading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians.

2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins Zin which you once
walked, foIIowing the course of this world, foIIowing the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedi-
ence— °among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by na-
ture children of wrath, like the rest. *But God, belng rich in mer-
cy, because of the great love with which he Ioved us, °even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved— °®and raised us up W|th him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ' so that in the com-
ing ages he might show the |mmeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ®For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, ?not a result of works, so that no one may boast. '° For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God pre-
pared beforehand, that we should walk in them [ESV]

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



* Gospel Acclamation ELW page 142

C: Return to the Lord, your God,

for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and abounding in steadfast love.

* Gospel: John 3:14-21

P: The holy Gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] *“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.

'®“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. ' For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. "® Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, be-
cause he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. " And
this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. ?° For
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to
the light, lest his works should be exposed. #' But whoever does what is
true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works
have been carried out in God.” [ESV]

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Thomas Mosbo
* Hymn Just As | Am, Without One Plea ELW # 592



* Nicene Creed ELW page 104

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father,
through whom all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Installation of the Church Council

P: The following people have been elected by the congregation to posi-
tions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In
baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in
the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will
lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read.
They come forward and face the presiding minister.
P: A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all
of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good.

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this con-
gregation. You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of
faith bear withess to God, who gathers us into one together with the
whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship,
learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is
carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this community,
and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who
empowers you may be glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmo-
ny, and mutual understanding in this congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, | ask you:
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which
you have been elected?

Council Members: | will, and | ask God to help me.



Those being installed face the assembly.
P: People of God, | ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the
mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
C: We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister.

P: | now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace,
that you may be faithful servants of Christ.

C: Amen.
Choir Anthem When You Prayed Beneath the Trees
Prayers of Intercession ELW page 143

Please respond to each petition with the following:

L: ... Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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We lift our prayers for

Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Fern Harnish, Taylor B., Denny Bergmann, Willie
Kayser, Rene’, Paul Fahr, Gary Hudik, Brady Meier, Leona Block, Virgil
Martin, Tena Rackow, Connor Stadermann, Brooke, Jon Forsythe, Diane,
Randy, Brian, Paul Heller, Janet, Ryse Stone, Nicole, Meghan and her ba-
by, John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, Katie, Chris-
tian, Anna, Abby, Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kay, Shan-
na, Kathy, Charlie, Brad, Jack, Tina, Joe, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar Hail,
Connie, Rachel Collins, Ethan, Hanna, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Heckman, Jeri, Al-
lie, Al, Glen Hagemann, Bruce Stewart, Pam, Caroline, Tina D., Howard
D., Christine, Michelle and Maci Diffenderfer.

Pray for love, peace, comfort and hope of resurrection for the
families and friends of Jim Clay and Duke Whittington.
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P: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers
of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ELW page 145

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen

SENDING

Blessing ELW page 146

P: The Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you,

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace,

In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit..

C: Amen.



* Hymn Give to Our God Immortal Praise! ELW # 848

* Dismissal ELW page 146

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Tena Rackow

Today

Chime Practice 10:45-11:15am
Choir Practice 11:15-11:45am

Good Shepherd Piece Corps Quilting Group
Every Wednesday 8:30am —11:30am

Fellowship Hall

Lenten Music Services
Join us each Wednesday during Lent at 1pm at E-Free Church

on Lake Road, Lena, in the Fellowship Hall as we celebrate with
music. Each week a different group will perform.

March 13 Gone Fishin’

March 20  Steve Sheffey

March 28  Glenda Linneman

Thursday, March 14th

Good Shepherd Church Council Meeting
6:30pm




Lent and Easter Schedule

In addition to our regular Sunday services, please join
us for the following:

Midweek Lenten Meditations—Although we will not be meeting at
the church, keep an eye our for new meditation on our Fa-

cebook Page and YouTube Channel each Wednesday, high-

lighting different Lenten Hymns.

i oy Wech Suectde

24 March - 9:30am Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion -
worship with procession of palms and a reading of
the Passion according to Mark.

28 March - 7:00pm - Maundy Thursday ~-Communion Service.
29 March - 7:00pm - Good Friday - Tenebrae Service.
30 March - 7:00am - Easter Morning - Sunrise Service

30 March - 9:30am - Easter Day - Festive Celebration with Ho-
ly Communion
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Easter Breakfast will be served at 8:00am Easter Sunday, reservation forms
available by Fellowship Hall.

Attendance February 25"
In-person 25, Online 26




