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Samuel Medley
(1738-1799) was an English Baptist minister and hymn-writer.
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”

Samuel Medley was born on 23 June 1738 in Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. He was
the second son of Guy Medley who had a school in Cheshunt. Guy Medley was
married to Elizabeth Tonge, youngest daughter of William Tonge, schoolmaster
at Enfield. He was educated by Tonge, his maternal grandfather, and at 14 was
apprenticed to an oilman in the city of London. In 1755, however, he obtained
his freedom on entering the Royal Navy, from which he was discharged after
being wounded in the Battle of Lagos on 18 August 1759.

From 1762 to 1766, Medley kept a successful school in King Street, Soho, London, and be-
! came acquainted with Andrew Gifford. He joined Gifford's Particular Baptist church in Eagle
i Street Holborn, in December 1760, and Gifford then led him to enter the Baptist ministry. He be-
i gan preaching on 29 August 1766, and on 6 June 1767 he accepted a call to a congregation
rat Watford, Hertfordshire, which had been without a minister since 1763. Here he was ordained on
113 July 1768. On 11 November 1771 he was invited to the Baptist church in Byrom
i Street, Liverpool, and began his ministry there on 15 April 1772. Medley's Liverpool meeting-
house was enlarged in 1773, and in 1789 a new building was erected for him in the same street.
' His old meeting-house was consecrated in 1792 as St. Stephen's Church.
: Medley wrote 230 hymns. His hymns, originally printed on single sheets, and in
,the Gospel Magazine and other publications. After a painful illness he died on 17 July 1799.
' Medley married (17 April 1762) Mary, daughter of William Gill, a hosier of Nottingham.
: Medley's daughter Sarah published a volume of Original and Miscellaneous Poems, Liver-
:pool, 1807, and other poems in Liverpool magazines; also a Memoir, 1833, of her father, w1th ap-
-pended hymns ascribed to him. Their son was the painter Samuel Medley, whose grandson was
. the surgeon Sir Henry Thompson, 1st Baronet. Source: Wikipedia
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DIAKONIA

The diakonia program has been re-imagined into Growing in Faith:

The diakonia Program.
After over 40 years of success in providing quality lay education in 11 synods across the ELCA, the
national board has taken on the monumental task of re-designing the program to meet the needs of
our 21st century churches and students. The new program consists of a 2-year program with
flexibility to suit the interests and needs our students.

Diakonia is an exciting opportunity which provides a spiritual journey to lay individuals who wish
to become more involved in their church or who want to better understand their faith.

Diakonia meets once each week for two years during the school year (September through April or
early May). Individuals are joined by other students and teaching pastors from around the Northern
[llinois Synod to talk about the Bible, Christian Doctrine, Christian Ethics, Lutheran Faith in the
American Context, and other topics. Students are also given the opportunity to discern what  spir-
itual gifts they might have to use in service to God’s people.

This course of study prepares students for the task of showing God’s love in their workplaces,
neighborhoods, families, and schools, as well as their local churches. Diakonia graduates are called
to share the light of Christ in the world.

Anyone who is looking for a deeper spiritual connection with Christ is encouraged to try diakonia.

Current and past students love our program! They say that it enables them to understand
worship and the scriptures more fully. They become more willing participants in leadership, ed-
ucation, and worship. They more easily engage in discussion about faith and service to the com-
munity.

All Saints Sunday—MNovember 2™

This year’s All Saints Sunday we will remember them with a
) carnation on the altar and also by lifting their names during
} f prayer of the people. We will worship together with all saints.

Le-Win Food Pantry
We are thankful for all our volunteers

who offered their time and donations to




Council Meeting Highlights
September 11, 20225

Agenda Review: The Agenda was reviewed. President Kristy Patterson added to the Agenda
as follows: Pastor's Health Plan Insurance, an outstanding check, and correspondence
received. Agenda approved.

Secretary's Report: The Secretary's Report was presented. Treasurer Jay Andrews
noted that in the report it stated that there was a $147.73 gas bill credit when it
should have stated that the credit was $573.26. The change was noted. The
Secretary's Report was approved with the correction.

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Jay Andrews presented his report. He noted that the
income for the month of August was a little over $2,000.00. For the year the
current account is $4,572.73 behind. The check book is currently in the black.
The Treasurer's Report was approved as presented.

Gas Credit: $424.02; Electric Bill: $257.68

Pastor's Report: Pastor Thomas Mosbo presented his report. Pastor Thomas is
looking into organizing a Bible Study for October and November. He is looking
for suggestions as to the best time to hold the Bible Study. Pastor will also be
attending the Synod's Professional Leaders Conference this month. All Saints
Sunday will be November 2, Pastor Leo Patterson will be presiding over the
morning worship service that day. The Pastor's Report was approved as
presented.

Committee Reports
Committee Reports:

Worship and Music: There is a Mystery Supper being planned for October 25,
2025. Janis Kurth will be hosting the Mystery Supper again and asked for
suggestions as whom to donate any extra money generated from the supper. The
Council suggested donating it to the Lena Food Pantry. Pastor also added that the
Hymns for morning worship have been selected up to Advent.

Learning Committee: Rally Day is September 21, 2025.

Having no other Committee Reports, they were approved as presented.
Old Business:

Constitution: Waiting for a reply from Synod.
New Business:

Pastor's Insurance: Treasurer Jay Andrews presented the different options from
the Synod for Pastor's Health Insurance. After looking everything over and
discussion, it was decided to use the option titled “Select Copay 2000 Health
Plan” for the upcoming 2026 year for Pastor and Coral. The cost per month will
be $1,024.38 which will include health, disability, retirement and more. The
Insurance was approved.

Outstanding Check: President Kristy Patterson read a letter from Citizens State Bank
stating that a check which was written November 2024 has not been returned to
the bank. After discussion, the Council recommended having the Citizens State
Bank put a stop order on check number 21115 issued to ELCA Disaster Relief.

Continued on next page.




Continued from previous page.

Correspondence: The church received several correspondences from organizations requesting
funding. It was decided to table the matter until the November meeting when the
Council will be doing the yearly disbursement of interest money.

Having no other business before the Church Council, the meeting was adjourned with the

Lord's Prayer.

September Treasurer’s Report
Jay Andrews

Incoming September 2025 $4,651.00
Expenses September 2025 $6.891.71
Net Income (Loss) $(2,240.71)
Income, Year to Date 2025 $69,659.04
Expenses, Year to Date 2025 $75.227.50
Net Income (Loss) $(5,568.46)
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Respectfully submitted,
Janis Kurth
Church Council Secretary
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My Friends Closet
(2 Volunteers needed. "

If you are interested for a place
to socialize, meet new people
and a place to serve God, con-
= tact Chris at St. John’s Lutheran
,‘ Church in Lena at 815-369- &
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Attention: Committee Chairpersons,

It won't be long and we will be info 2026. Chairpersons please start
fo look at yowr commdittee wovk for ZOZSMW(,ertewp your yeoar—end re-
port and tuwrn (t Un fo Betty un the secrefary’s office. We need fo put tiwese
unto the Annunal Report folder. Please subvwit your reports to the office by

Decemper 10M, 2025. Thank yow.

Any suggestions from Go'm/wv»a‘tw Mewmbers regording distribuwtion of
EWWMWFWLSMWLOfgWWMWM would be appreciat-

| was given the name of the saint whose feast day fell on

- that date—Martin. The resemblance between their two

. life paths was uncanny. Saint Martin, a 4th-century sol-
dier in the Roman army, declared that kiling people
contradicted his Christian beliefs and was arrested. Ultimately the battle didn’t
happen, and Martin was released and chose to become a monk.

Source: Smithsonian Magazine



We lift our prayers for

Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Fern Harnish, Denny Bergmann, Rene’, Paul Fahr,
Marilyn Fulfs, Gary Hudik, Virgil Martin, Caroline Jam, Darlene Aurand,
Cyndy Schumacher, Virgil Gordon, Jerry Martin, Donna Christen, Richard
Frietag, Connor Stadermann, Brooke, Diane, Randy, Brian, Paul Heller, Janet,
Ryse Stone, Nicole, John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, Katie,
Christian, Anna, Abby, Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kathy,
Charlie, Brad, Sue, Emma, Cindy, Lamar Hail, Connie, Rachel Collins, Bruce
Stewart, Pam, Caroline, Tina D., Jim DeMontigny Jr., Linda Kruger-Kleckler,
Norman, Vivian, Tina Cheeney, Brenda, Kara Allen, Christine Beyer, Bob
Schulz, Kenny Frie, Steve Rothschadl, Gary L. Hartwig Josh, Hannah, Ray
Phillips, Susan, Allison Biddick, Brad Rackow, Gene Medeke, Demetrio Velazco,
Kim Choin, Jeannie, Dianne, Nancy, Pat McCluskey, Jim Briggs, Sandi, Tina
and Ella Joy. Pray for love, peace, comfort and hope of resurrection for the

family and friends of Anna Andersen.

Prayer Chain:
If you have a request for the Prayer Chain, please call the

Church Office at 815-369-5552. We are also looking for any-
one who would like to join the prayer chain team. We send
prayer through the phone chain and e-mail. You pray your

Make-A-Smile cards for ¢ ‘(‘\
Lena Living Center g (b Save the Date!!
('\ Sunday, November 30™ is
«, the fifth Sunday of the

- month, come and join Good
.. Shepherd at 9:30am worship
(- service for our,
(\ Sing to the Lord a

(\ New Song.

(\ We plan to celebrate with a
~, folk/rock band for our ser-
‘(_S vice. See you on the 30™,
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11-03  Brian Albrecht
11-03 Brianna Lynn Fye
11-04  Ashtyn Brinker
11-04 Hanna Brinker
11-06  Lorene Solace
11-06  Neal Shumaker
11-06 Dale Andrews
11-07 Cameron Baker
11-10  Martin Luther
11-19  Lukas Price
11-22 Sue Diddens

11-23  Peggy Roettger
11-28  John Huneke
11-30 Taylor Patterson
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Devotion Books

October-December issue of Christ

4 in Qur Homes and The Word in §
14
U
::
e

Season are available now. These

devotion books are helpful way to

keep growing our faith. Take one
home today!

IT we missed your birthday (or

someone in your family) please

call the office so that we may
update our records!

Friendship Club

Friendship Club will
meet on November, 13"
at 12:30pm for potluck.

Entertainment will be

provided by Set Free.

f

PU \l,
Pumpkins arey t egetables;
they’ fr S’ " 9

botanic Iyseaklg\wh h
VPE :v r it?

_\B
_v

D

GOOD NEWS!

Living Lutheran’s

Print Maga-

zine is back.

The print edition of the magazine, now arriv-
ing quarterly in your mailbox. Individual sub-
scriptions and group & gift subscriptions are
available. Group Subscriptions (10 or more
copies) are $17 annually.

To sign up go to:
https://www.livinglutheran.org/subscribe

If St. Martin’s Day (November 11th) is fair, dry, and cold, the cold in winter will not last long.




VVO[nen Our Purpose Statement

ofthe “As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in
faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and

action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the
world.”

“..add salt to all your offerings” Leviticus 2:13b

This text from Scripture gives us instructions on how to season grain offerings made to God
with an important message: We are not just called to give our “first fruits” but to offer them
with seasoning. The Hebrew word for offering means “that which one brings near to God.”
We define salt as a verb: Share Abundance, Love, and Thanks! (SALT).

Women of the ELCA's fundraising team has launched a short-term appeal to close last year's
$250,000 funding gap. You can “salt” your offering to “where needed most” through this
SALT Appeal between now and January 31, 2026.

A Bold Match for the SALT Appeal! Fundraising team and churchwide executive board
member Julia Hong Sabella believes in the power of our shared support for the ministries of
Women of the ELCA and has offered a $50,000 match for the SALT Appeal. Every dollar you
donate to the SALT Appeal will be matched by Julia’s gift up to $50,000. This generosity and
your gift will help your churchwide organization support our day-to-day operations (salaries,
insurance, postage, technology, rent) and allow us to continue our women's ministries, anti-
racist efforts, Gather magazine, Bold Café, scholarships, grants, and so much more!

Together, let's close the funding gap for 2025. Encourage those you
know to bring their “where needed most” offering near to God,
seasoned with a SALT offering. Take advantage of the $50K match!
And make your special SALT donation today from this QR code:

Or, send your check to Women of the ELCA, write “SALT Appeal” in the @
memo line, and mail to Women of the ELCA, ELCA GIFT PROCESSING
CENTER, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009




Hanna Circle

Will not be meetlng
November 2"

16th. The NIS World Hunger Committee great 8 i
ly appreciates your $20,000.00 donation from §

Good Shepherd for the World Hunger appeal. Your

LR 0] g
generosity made it possible to not only meet our initial goal §4H Think about /@ §
but exceed it as well. L it? -

Peace, 1| i re /

Pastor Jamie Gallagher { |l 4 How manyof

First Lutheran Church, Monmouth {1t each animal
NIS World Hunger Sub Committee i Ie did Moses bring onto
¥ |7 the ark?

| 1
i Please remember your WELCA H
r Thankofferings |
I during November I
i The concept of Thankoffering celebrations dates back more than 100 years and beyond . |
| I

__ . _ _ . . __ _ee_0o 1|

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
118 E. Mason Street
ompne Lena, IL 61048

2025 Annual Collection

As part of my/our commitment to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 1/we pledge;

$ Per Year §$ Monthly
$ Quarterly $ Other
Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Email

Signature

i $  Weekly § Twice a month i
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I Le-Win Food Pantry
I The Food Pantry has some
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY I bare shelves, your donations
"The American Legion Auxiliary has been helping I would be gmat!y appreciated.
our veterans, our communities and our | The following is a partial list
children for one-hundred years" I of items the pantry is
Current needs for the Stephenson County currently out of;
VA Pantry as stock is very low. ?gﬁgﬁfjg‘r’du“s
Donations are greatly appreciated. Soap P
We currently need; Paper Towels
Laundry Soap Shampoo/Conditioners
Body Wash — both men and women Laundry Soap
Shampoo & Conditioner ¥1apelr:s: N
5 una r'is
Shaving Cream Dish Soap

\ Deodorant Soups:
This list is immediate needs; however other Cream of mushroom
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items will always be accepted. I Cream of Chicken

Donations can be brought to the ! Vegetable Soups
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
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Lena American Legion Home on

Saturdays from 10:00 to 11:00

at 316 W. Main St., Lena.
Questions call 815-369-4684

Somewhere today a soldier died for me.
I pray | am worthy of their sacrifice. -Elean

Le-Win Food Pantry is always
looking for volunteers.

P 0> '&2, Pumpkin answer from page 6

qf A. Berry

v he short answer is yes. Pumpkin fits the criteria of what a A
berry is. Berry defines it as a “simple, fleshy fruit that usually }‘_

has many seeds.”

. S0 does it mean that pumpkin is a fruit? Absolutely! Berries are a g(
subcategory of fruit that is more general than “berry.” *
A pumpkin cannot be classified as a vegetable since
the edible parts of a plant are the leaves, stems,
and roots Source: AARP Magazine - “ ~ o

Think about it answer from page §; A b

"J‘{-

None! Moses was never even on the Arkll Come on, didn't you Noah that?




Thank you Janice Kurth,

Janice, Thank you for all your hard work when Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall
for the holidays and seasons. “Y"ou make the church look festive and welcoming. Cre-
ating a surprising Mystery Dinner for all to enjoy. For all you do and the kind
thoughtful ways you do the work you do.-Thank you,

Caongregation of Good Shepherd

Each year, Good Shepherd’s chancel is decorated with poinsettias for the
Christmas Sevvices. You may order poinsettias in memory or in honor of a
loved one or in celebration of the birth of Jesus!

Christmas is approaching, it’s time to place your poinsettia order.
Poinsettia Orders must be placed by December 7. Price has not been
determined at this time.

Please complete the form below and mail it, drop it off at the church office or place
the payment in the collection plate. Thank you!

Poinsettia Order

Given by:

phone # :

Given (check one)

in memory of... in honor of...

Name ()




