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Favorite Hymn History 

    ELW # 817 

          Text by Cesáreo Gabaráin  

 Ces á reo Gabaráin (16 May 1936 – 30 April 1991) was a Spanish Catholic priest 

and composer of liturgical songs such as Fisher of Men. He received a Gold Record award in Spain, 

and his music is well known and sung by English- and Spanish-speaking people. Gabaráin became 

a hymn-writer when he was thirty and went on to write about five hundred songs. He tried to write 

songs that were easy to learn and be sung by the entire congregation. His hymns have been cited as 

supportive in moments of personal and communal prayer and praise to God,     

 Cesáreo Gabaráin was born in Hernani (Gipuzkoa, Basque Country) in 1936, shortly before 

the Spanish Civil War and World War II. In addition to music, from 1946 to 1952 he studied at the    

minor seminary in Zaragoza, then at the major seminary in San Sebastián. He was ordained a priest in 

1959. In the 1960s and 1970s, he was a chaplain at various colleges and nursing homes. During these 

years, he was a member of the Marist Brothers.        

 Named a chaplain prelate of the newly elected Pope John Paul II in 1979, Gabaráin conducted 

workshops in 22 US cities and recorded 37 albums before his death. He ministered to cyclists            

participating in the Tour de France and other athletes. Five of his hymns are in the United Methodist 

Hymnal, the most popular of which is "Fisher of Men" (1974). This hymn, which features a well-loved 

gentle melody, was used in two movies. When tour guides in Palestine claimed that the hymn was  

written alongside Lake Tiberias (Sea of Galilee) based on the lyrics, Gabaráin smiled because he had 

written it in Madrid. "Fisher of Men" has been translated into more than 80 languages.In the 1980s, 

Gabaráin was an assistant priest at a parish in Madrid and head of a religious department at a college. 

 In 1991 he died of cancer in Anzuola, shortly before his 55th birthday.  
 

            Source:: Wikipedia 
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Congratulations to the 2026 graduates.  

Graduation is a milestone that calls for recognition and celebration.  
They believed they could… and they did it!  

 On May 17th 2026 Good Shepherd celebrated Graduate Recognition, 
with our members who have reached this milestone. 

Nakoah Cornwell 

 Nakoah graduated from Le-Win High School. He plans on becoming a personal 

trainer or a strength and conditioning coach. Darla and Taryon Cornwell are his 

parents. 

 Congratulations Nakoah. 

Anna Patterson                
Anna graduated from the Northern Illinois University with a Bachelor of Fine 

Arts with an emphasis on Time Arts. Anna is the daughter of Kristy Patterson. 

 Congratulations Anna. 

Maddi Diddens 
 Maddi graduated from the University of Wisconsin at Platteville, with a BBA in 

Finance. She will be working at the Legislative Audit Bureau across from the 

capitol. She will be living in Sun Prairie, WI. Maddi is the daughter of Dana   

Diddens, granddaughter to Sue Diddens.  

 Congratulations Maddi. 

Ethan Fye 

 Ethan graduated from Marquette University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Health 

Sciences, Exercise Physiology. He completed the NROTC training and require-

ments during his 4 year time at Marquette and is a Second Lieutenant in the 

United States Marine Corps. He will leave for Quantico Marine Base in Virginia 

in August for further training and complete his contracted time with the military. 

After his time in the Marine Corps he will pursue his degree in strength and con-

ditioning coaching at the collegiate or professional level. Ethan is the son of 

Ryan and Heather Fye. 

 Congratulations Ethan. 



 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Highlights  

April 9, 2026 Council Meeting 

 Agenda: Addition to the Agenda; Lena Food Pantry. Having no other additions or corrections 

the Agenda was approved.   
 
 Secretary’s Report: The Secretary's Report was reviewed, after noting several typing errors 

and correcting them, the Secretary's Report was approved.  
 
 Treasurer’s Report: Jay Andrews presented the Treasurer's Report. He reported that the           

current accounts are $10,000 behind while the check book is currently in the black. The     

Budgets is still $573.60 ahead.            

 The Gas bill paid was $1,855.67  Electric bill paid was $204.78. 

   The Treasurer's Report was approved as presented.  
 
 Pastors Report: Pastor Thomas Mosbo presented his report. He is looking forward to starting 

Bible Study on I Peter. He is looking for input as to whether it would work best to have it on a 

Tuesday or Wednesday just before lunch time. Pastor will take vacation Sunday on July 19, 

2026 to attend Rembrandt Church’s 125th Anniversary Celebration. Pastor's Report was ap-

proved.  
 
 Committee Reports:      

 Memorial Committee: Treasurer Jay Andrews reported that he received a Designated           

Memorial Gift from the family of Willy Kayser. Treasurer Andrews has deposited the gift in 

the Memorial Fund account.   

 Learning Committee: Kristy Patterson reported for the Learning Committee. There are two 

known graduates for Good Shepherd this year. She will be working on setting up a Graduate 

Recognition Sunday for them.  
 
Having no other Committee Reports, a motion was made to accept the reports as presented. 

Committee Reports were approved.  
 
Unfinished Business: 

 Constitution: No word from the Synod. 

New Business: 
 
 Stewardship: Coralyn Hudik presented a list of possible suggestions from the Stewardship 

Committee on things to do in the Lena community as a way of outreach. She has scheduled 

an Ice Cream Sundae on Sunday, June 7th following Worship Service. Also the church will be 

working at AJ’s food stand on June 26th and July 10th  from 10:00am-1:00pm. Volunteers are 

needed to work the stand.  

 Food Pantry: The Lena Ministerial is disbanding at the end of the fiscal year and will no 

longer be the governing body over the Lena Food Pantry. A group from Good Shepherd met 

with members of the Ministerial to look into the future of the food pantry. This is only the be-

ginning stages, there will be more information to come when it is available.  
 
Having no other business before the Church Council, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord's 

Prayer at 7:30pm. Next meeting will be on May 14, 2026. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 

Janis Kurth 

Church Council Secretary 
  



 

Our Purpose Statement 
 

“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to 

discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings,            

engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and 

the world.” 

ALL women of the ELCA are part of WELCA. You do not need to attend Hannah  

Circle, Piece Corps Quilters or help with funeral lunches. You are encouraged to attend and 

welcome at all Women of ELCA events whether they be Good Shepherd, Northwest        

Conference, Northern Illinois Synod or Churchwide! 

Hannah Circle collects an offering monthly. Sixty percent is passed along to WELCA 

at the Synod level. Good Shepherd WELCA strives to send offerings to the annual NIS 

WELCA convention and the WELCA churchwide triennial convention and gathering. In the 

past, donations have been given to Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center, Hospice, Tyler’s      

Justice Center, Lutheran World Relief and other worthy causes. 

The Blessing Fund consists of loose change that someone attending Hannah Circle 

may have in their wallet or pocket. In the past, these coins were used to purchase gifts for 

someone who had a tag on the Angel Tree/Giving Tree at Christmastime. It is exciting to re-

start this tradition. 

Piece Corps Quilters receive monetary donations for quilts they have lovingly made 

and for funeral luncheon meals they have compassionately served. These funds are used for 

some expenses incurred by the quilting group and Good Shepherd kitchen supplies. 

Each of the eight conferences in the Northern Illinois Synod have a representative on 

the NIS WELCA board. Currently Christine Beyer from Trinity, Derinda is serving in this 

role for us. Sheila Keene is currently serving as the board secretary. Reach out to either of 

these ladies for more information. 

  Chris Beyer: 815-858-4555 Sheila Keene: 815-297-3044 

 Friendship Club   
WHAT:  Fun & Fellowship 

       WHEN:  June 11 

Potluck at 12:30pm 

       Meeting at 1:00 pm 
 

Bring a friend or make a new one here.   

NO DUES….FREE WILL OFFERING 

Entertainment for June will be provided by Delta II 

     “Greater love hath no man than this; that a man lay down his life for his friend.” - John 15:13 



    
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              

     
    
  

  
 

 

 
Join Hannah Circle on in Sunday,  June 28

th
.  

For a book discussion about Adventures in Faith, Faith in Adventures,  

(Time and Lunch to be determined) 

Adventures in Faith, Faith in Adventures, is an inspiring collection of true stories 

blending thrilling outdoor adventures with profound moments of spiritual insight. 

From Mountain peaks and icy lakes to the heart of Mexico City’s poverty. Kent 

Terry takes readers on a journey where every experience is a reflection of God’s 

grace and presence. Whether narrowly escaping death, witnessing answered 

prayers, or discovering divine purpose in the most unexpected places, each story 

affirms the enduring power of faith. This book is perfect for     

readers seeking encouragement, deeper connection with God, and   

the courage to embrace life’s journey with trust and joy.  
 

Sign up today, some books are available contact the  

 church office, 815-369-5552 or Sheila Keene,815-297-3044  

 Books are $20. Each and proceeds benefit       

  ELCA World Hunger. 

 

 

 

This event is hosted by Hannah Circle but open to everyone.  

Property Committee Meeting 

April 18th, 2026 
 
The Property Committee met following the tornado to discuss the damage to the church. 

The window next to the air conditioner in fellowship hall, and just the outside pane on a 

window in the boiler room. The wooden louver on the bell tower was broke. We are cur-

rently looking for contractors to replace the windows and board up the hole in the bell 

tower, however are having trouble getting someone since they are busy with storm dam-

age around town. 
 
Also, we discussed replacing the drywall in the men’s bathroom behind the toilet and tile 

over it, then repaint both bathrooms. We received a quote for resurfacing the wood floors 

in the sanctuary for $7812.00, that project has been tabled and will focus on bathrooms. 
 
Since the meeting we had Molitor Plumbing out to replace a pump motor on the boiler. 

also a bleeder wasn't working properly,  to replace one was $400.00, and to replace all of 

them was approximately $750.00. The committee decided it was best to replace all them. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Tim Gordon 

Property Committee Chairman 



 
     If you have a request for the Prayer Chain, please call or email the 

Church Office to submit your request , phone at 815-369-5552 or email 

at;  goodshepherdlena@outlook.com.   

     We are also looking for anyone who would like to join the prayer 

chain. We send prayers through the phone chain and e-mail. You pray 

your own and pass on to the next  person in the prayer chain. God hears 

our prayers.   

     If you are interested or have any questions, please feel free to contact 

the church office. 815-369-5552 

We lift our prayers for... 
Lynn Lyvers, Jerry, Denny Bergmann, Rene’, Paul Fahr, Gary Hudik, Virgil Mar-

tin, Caroline Jam, Darlene Aurand, Cyndy Schumacher, Virgil Gordon, Jerry Mar-

tin, Donna Christen, Richard Frietag, Connor Stadermann, Ryse Stone, Nicole, 

John, Chuck, Joyce, Terri, Tina, Julie, Jamie, Crystal, Katie, Christian, Anna, Abby, 

Karla, Jacob and his family, Richard Gordon, Kathy, Charlie, Brad, Sue, Emma, 

Cindy, Lamar Hail,  Connie, Pam, Caroline, Tina D., Jim DeMontigny Jr., Linda 

Kruger-Kleckler, Norman, Vivian, Tina Cheeney, Brenda, Kara Allen, Christine 

Beyer, Bob Schulz, Kenny Frie, Steve Rothschadl, Gary L. Hartwig, Josh, Hannah, 

Ray Phillips, Susan, Allison Biddick, Brad Rackow, Kim Choin, Jeannie, Dianne, 

Nancy, Pat McCluskey, Jim Briggs, Sandi, Tina, Jim, Ronald Schrader, Christine 

S., Carol Lartz, Jamie Maier, Amy and Leta Toelke. Pray for love, peace, comfort 

and hope of resurrections for the family and friends of  Marilyn Fulfs.  

Thank you, a SPECIAL shout-out to Trinity Lutheran/Derinda 
for their incredible donation of six beautiful quilts to Good Shepherd 
to be distributed to those in need after the tornado. Your support 
means the world to us. Simple acts, big impact. Thank you! 



Treasurer’s Report 

Jay Andrews 
 

Incoming April 2026  $3,337.00   

Expenses April 2026  $7,702.77  

Net Income (Loss)  $(4,365.77)  
 
 Income, Year to Date 2026  $33,038.08 

 Expenses, Year to Date 2026  $32,392.66 

 Net Income (Loss)   $     645.42 

 
Make-A-Smile cards for  

Lena Living Center 
 

 Each month we will send cards to the Lena 

Living Center. This is a simple yet profound way 

to share the love of Christ to the residents in 

the nursing home. We are responsible for 10 

cards each month. If you would like to help with 

this ministry, just bring cards to church by the 

10th of each month. Please sign and include 

short encouraging words. Our hope is to make 

them smile!  

Save the Date! 

 June 7th 

Sundae Sunday 

10:30am after Sunday   

Worship Service at Good 

Shepherd. Have a wonderful 

dish of ice cream and enjoy 

the fellowship with family 

and friends.  The Friendship Center is in need of a couple 

more people to share their time as a bus or van 

driver. This is a paid position. The bus runs 

Monday, Wednesday and Fridays in the morn-

ing and afternoon. The van runs M-F if you 

can drive a van and have that free time to share 

anytime through the week, for any shift please 

call the Denise at 815-238-3938 or Jenny at 

815-275-2476.  

For bus drivers, you do not need a special en-

dorsement on your license to drive. You just 

need a clean driving record and willingness to 

help. We are also looking for a couple of bus 

aides, this is a volunteer position and just re-

quires you being able to ride the bus during 

any of the scheduled runs, morning or after-

noons.   

Good Shepherd will be at  

Sullivan’s Grocery in Lena on 

Friday June 26
th
 working   

AJ’s Food Stand from 10:00am-

1:00pm. Volunteers are needed 

to work the stand sing up 

sheet by Fellowship Hall.  

 

  
                         Source: Farmers Almanac 



 

  If we missed your birthday (or 

someone in your family) please 

call the office so that we may  

update our records! 

     
Le-Win Food Pantry 

We are in need of volunteers 
 
 Good Shepherd will be at the  

Le-Win Food  Pantry every 4th 
Saturday of even numbered 
months from 8:20am-11:30am. 
Needs are high and we are 
looking for volunteers for  

 June 27th,    

 If you are interested, put your 
name on the sign up sheet at the 
ramp or contact the church       

 office at 815-369-5552.   

Northern Illinois Food Bank 

Mobile Market Pantry Schedule 

Hours: 3:00pm-4:30pm 

July 6, 2026 Jane Adams Trail Parking Lot,  

   West High and Ewing Drive,      

Orangeville, IL 

 
Apostle Barnabas, 

Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve 
apostles, but the book of Acts gives him that 
title. After Paul was converted to Christianity, 
Barnabas welcomed him to Jerusalem, and 
later the two traveled together on missionary 
journeys. 


